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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 


Crook  and  Willington  U.D.C. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  year  1956  has  been  conspicuous  by  the  continued  steady 
decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  (table  1 of 
the  Appendix  to  this  Report  illustrates  this  clearly)  although  the 
number  of  deaths  rose  slightly  to  six.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  the  general  position  as  regards  tuberculosis  in  England  and 
Wales  shows  a steady  improvement  over  the  past  few  years  and'  as 
long  as  cases  are  quickly  notified  and  dealt  with  the  position 
should,  with  new  methods  of  treatment,  continue  to  improve. 

Another  feature  of  the  year  1956  has  been  the  absence  of 
the  acute  forms  of  poliomyelitis  leading  to  paralysis,  although  in 
passing  it  may  be  noted  that  there  was  one  case  of  paralytic  polio 
in  Wolsingham.  Immunisation  against  polio  was  begun  during 
the  year  in  the  months  of  May  and  June  and  was  suspended*  for 
the  summer  months  because  of  the  lack  of  supply  and  because 
polio  is  usually  at  its  peak  during  the  summer  months  and  it  was 
felt  that  public  opinion  might  harden  against  it  should  there  be 
any  risk  at  all  of  danger  resulting  from  immunisation.  Anticipat- 
ing next  year’s  Report,  it  has  been  decided  to  continue  the  immun- 
isations through  the  summer  months  of  1957.  The  quantities  of 

vaccine  which  were  available  were  so  limited  that  only  certain 
months  in  certain  age  groups  could  hi'  offered  it. 

The  birth  rate  showed  a slight  increase  from  the  previous 
year  (see  table  2 of  the  Appendix  to  this  Report).  Still-births 
were  one  less  than  the  previous  year. 

The  death  rate  rose  to  1 1.48  as  compared  with  13.05  in  the 
previous  year,  that  is,  an  increase  of  1.13  per  thousand.  This  is  in 
the  main  due  to  disease  ol  old  age  in  an  ageing  population  and 
apart  from  this  explanation  is  a rate  which  fluctuates  from  time  to 
time.  The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  ago  totalled  5 
- 3 less  than  last  year. 

I urning  to  infectious  disease  it  is  noticeable  that  there  has 
been  no  notification  <>|  diphtheria  since  1953  and  1 again  have  to 
record  the  complacent  attitude  of  many  mothers  of  children  in 
avoiding  or  neglecting  to  have  their  children  immunised  against 
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this  disease.  The  number  of  cases  of  measles  showed  a decrease 
of  215  over  the  previous  year  and  there  was  an  increase  of  8 in 
the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  which,  however,  continues  to 
be  of  a mild  type  not,  as  in  the  old  days,  requiring  hospital- 
isation. The  remainder  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  showed 
a decrease  of  215  compared  with  1955. 

Again  I must  record  the  great  interest  taken  by  the  public 
in  the  mass  radiography  unit  and  the  satisfactory  attendances  at  it. 

I mentioned  in  my  Report  for  1954  that  1 recommended  to  your 
Council  that  they  approve  that  every  employee  of  local  government 
before  he  is  employed  and  at  yearly  intervals  thereafter  should 
have  an  x-ray  examination  of  the  chest  so  that  treatment  can  be 
instituted  at  a stage  when  the  disease  can  be  quickly  overcome.  In 
connection  with  the  yearly  examinations  it  would  be  most  satis- 
factory if  they  were  done  at  the  time  when  the  mass  radiography 
unit  is  in  the  area.  I have  come  across  a few  cases  of  people  who 
have  been  persuaded  to  go  to  the  mass  radiography  unit  and  a 
small  shadow,  indicative  of  tuberculosis,  has  been  discovered  and 
remedied  at  a very  rapid  pace,  whereas  had  they  continued  unde- 
tected the  course  of  treatment  would  have  been  considerably 
prolonged  and  the  danger  to  life  enhanced. 

I’he  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  in  the  Crook  and 
Willington  area  continue  to  be  satisfactory. 


Inspection  of  houses  has  continued  steadily  throughout  the 
year  and  progress  was  commenced  on  a re-housing  programme  for 
the  following  five  years. 

A separate  section  of  the  Report,  compiled  by  the  Chief 
Health  Inspector,  is  included  in  this  Report. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  the  Stall  in  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  their  loyal  co-operation  during  the  past  year. 

I have  tin'  honour  to  be.  ladies  and  gentlemen, 

^ our  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  MACGREGOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


1956 


CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  - Mid  Year)  26,780 

Area  (In  Acres)  ...  ...  ...  15,476 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  8,716 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £177,212 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £660 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

353 

195 

158 

1 1 legitimate 

19 

9 

10 

372 

204 

168 

Birth  Rate  per 

1.000  of 

estimated  resident 

population 

... 

... 

13.89 

General  Birth  Rate 

( England  and  Wales)  i Mid  19561 

15.7 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

5 

3 

2 

1 1 legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still  I 

... 

14.07 

DEATHS 

Total 

Males 

Females 

388 

206 

182 

Death  rate  per 

1,000  of 

estimated  resident 

population 


Death  rate  < England  and  V ales) 


14.48 

11.7 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  Causes 


Deaths  of  Infants  under 

one  year  of  age 

Total 

Males 

Legitimate 

5 

3 

1 1 legitimate 

— 

5 

3 

Nil 

Nil 


Females 

2 


2 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Total  Males 

Legitimate  4 ^ 

Illegitimate 

4 2 


Females 

2 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
live  births 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Table  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  Past  6 Years 


Y ear 

Death  Rate 

Infantile 
Death  Rate 
under  1 year 

Birth  Rate 

1951 

1 3.52 

65.98 

14.32 

1952 

12.22 

30.95 

15.36 

1953 

1 2.54 

CO 

co 

o 

cc 

15.50 

1954 

13.85 

42.10 

14.01 

1955 

1 3.05 

22.66 

13.05 

1956 

14.48 

13.44 

13.89 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 


Males 

Females 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

Tuberculosis  Other 

Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

o 

6 

7 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

n 

0 

o 

8 

9 

Measles 

Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases 

0 

o 

0 

o 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

7 

1 

o 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ... 

I) 

9 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 

0 

o 

14 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

15 

15 

0 

4 

15 

16 

Leukaimia,  Aleuksemia 

Diabetes 

0 

2 

17 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

55 

52 

18 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

26 

3 

23 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

6 

20 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

27 

27 

21 

Other  circulatory  Diseases 

11 

14 

22 

Influenza 

1 

1 

o 

23 

Pneumonia 

4 

24 

Bronchitis 

21 

4 

25 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

4 

0 

26 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  &,  Duodenum 

1 

o 

27 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  and  Diarrhoea 

0 

o 

28 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

5 

2 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

o 

0 

30 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 
Congenital  Malformations 

0 

(1 

31 

n 

1 

32 

Other  Defined  and  111  defined  Diseases 

8 

13 

33 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

0 

34 

All  Other  Accidents 

5 

1 

35 

Suicide 

0 

2 

36 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

0 

0 

Total 

206 

182 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Disease 

1 otal  Cases  Cases  admitted 


Dysentery 

notified 

to  hospital  Total  Deaths 

Measles 

158 

— 

— 

Whooping  ( 

iough 

52 

— 

— 

Puerperal  1 

yrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

14 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

15 

8 

6 

Pneumonia 

9 

— 

6 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  and 
deaths  recorded  from  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  past 
6 years. 

DIPHTHERIA 

SCARLET  FEVER 

YEAR 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

1 )eaths 

1951 

5 

— 

54 

1952 

4 

1 

43 

1955 

2 

— 

45 

— 

1954 

— 

— 

16 

— 

1955 

— 

— 

6 

— 

1956 

- 

14 

9 


NO 

LO 

ON 


CL 

< 

LU 

> 

LU 

I 

H 


3 

Z 

QC 

Z> 

Q 


C/3 

C/3 

O 


D 

O 

cc 

LU 

cc 

ID 


Z 

< 

X 

h- 

cr 

LU 

x 

H 

O 


CO 

LU 

C/3 

< 

LU 

CO 

CD 

□ 

LU 

LL 


O 

z 


J- 

a 

03 

>« 

03 

JS 


CT 

c 

'I 

3 

TJ 

</> 

CD 

</> 

03 

03 

(/) 

a 


.Q 

03 


03 

O 

C 

03 

T3 

O 

C 


03 

-C 


03 

> 


.Q 

03 


O) 

c 

* 

o 


03 

-C 

H 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

under  5 years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 to  14  years 

- 

- 

1 * 

- 

15  to  24  years 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  to  44  years 

1 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

45  to  64  years 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

- 

- 

65  anil  over 

1 

. 

3 

- 

- 

Total 

4 

8 

2 

1 

5 ' 

Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  Register 
at  31st  December,  1956 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Cases 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

211 

174 

385 

113 

129 

242 

627 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS  FOR  RECENT  YEARS. 


APPENDIX 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  - (Table  1) 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


FOR  THE 


Year  Ended  31st  December,  1956 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


(1)  WATER  SUPPLY: 


The  Durham  County  Water  Board  are  the  principal  supplier* 
ol  water  in  this  area  and  the  vast  majority  of  houses  in  the  area 
are  connected  to  their  mains.  No  houses  are  supplied  by  means 
oi  stand  pipes  hut  a few  farms  and  collages  are  dependent  upon 
well  supplies.  A typical  analysis  ol  a mains  supply  is  as  follows 

Physical  Examination 


Waskerley 

Tunstall 

Colour  llazen  Units 

28-75 

40 

Turbiditv 

SI  ight 

Slight 

( )dour 

None 

None 

pH  Value 

6.5  - 6.7 

6.7 

General  Chemical  Examination 

Parts  per  million 

Total  Solids 

50-  100 

120 

Suspended  Solids 

Hardness  as  Ca  C03 

Trace 

Trace 

Carbonate  hardness 

Nil  - 1.8 

18.6 

Non-carbonate  hardness 

35.6  - 67.0 

50.0 

Total  hardness 

35.6  - 69.4 

68.0 

Chlorides  as  Cl 

10.0-  12.0 

1 1 5 

Nitrates  as  N 

0.31  - 0.48 

0.13 

Tree  and  Saline  Ammonia  as  N 

0.026  - 0.233 

0.05 

Albumoid  Ammonia  as  N 

0.073-0.135 

0.08 

< )xygen  absorbed 

4 hours  (n  27oC  as  () 

3.05  - 9.25 

5.8o 

1 here  is  no  evidence  of  p 
supplied  in  the  area. 

lumbo  solvent  action 

in  the  water 

During  the  year  2 samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriol- 
ogical examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle.  I 
of  these  samples  was  regarded  as  satisfactory  and  tile  other  sample, 
taken  Irom  a well  at  Harperley  Gate,  Crook,  was  found  to  he 
most  unsatisfactory.  The  houses  served  by  this  well  were 
subsequently  treated  as  individual  unfit  houses  under  the  Housing 


Miscellaneous  queries  and  complaints  regarding  water  supply, 
rii'luig  complaints  of  excess  chlorination  of  the  water  supplv  of 
pails  of  th«'  area,  were  dealt  with  as  they  arose. 
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(2)  VISITS: 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  undertaken  by 
Officers  of  the  Department  during  the  year  in  pursuit  of  their 
official  duties  : 


(1) 

Housing  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

1468 

visits 

(2) 

Housing  (Overcrowding) 

60 

visits 

13) 

W.C.  conversions  and  defective  sanitary 
conveniences 

614 

visits 

(4) 

Drainage 

172 

visits 

(5) 

Water  Supply 

7 

visits 

(6) 

Food  Premises 

190 

visits 

(7) 

Shops  Act 

34 

visits 

(8) 

Slaughterhouses  (including  visits  made  when 
inspecting  meat) 

1598 

visits 

<9) 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

1 

visit 

< 10) 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

73 

visits 

(11) 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles 

20 

visits 

(12) 

Offensive  Accumulations 

5 

visits 

(13) 

Smoke  Nuisances 

5 

visits 

(3)  NUISANCES  ETC.  : 

I he  following  table  shows  the  principal  nuisances  dealt  with 


during  the  year  by  means  of  notices. 

No  of 
Informal 
Notices  served 

No  of 
Statutory 
Notices  served 

Defects 
Remedied 
after  notices 

Public  health  and  Housing  Acts 

38 

13 

24 

Defective  Sanitary  Conveniences 

14 

10 

11 

Drainage 

19 

1 

19 

Water  Supply 

6 

— 

4 

Offensive  Accumulations 

3 

— 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

1 

1 

1 

Act,  1949  7 

(4)  SCHOOLS: 

7 

Occasional  inspections  of  Schools  in  the  district  were  made 
in  connection  with  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  and  canteen 
facilities.  No  nuisances  were  reported. 
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(5)  CINEMAS  AND  PUBLIC  HALLS: 

Inspections  of  these  premises  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  and  appropriate  action  taken  where  defects  occurred. 

(6)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT: 

Smoke  pollution  continues  to  cause  little  appreciable 
nuisance  in  this  semi-rural  area.  Nuisances  from  burning  rubbish 
and  smoking  chimneys  have  received  attention  as  they  have 
occurred. 

(7)  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS: 

During  the  12  months  ended  31st  December,  1956,  443 
dwellinghouses  and  165  shops  and  agricultural  properties  were 
inspected.  Out  of  these,  120  houses  and  32  shops  and  other 
premises  were  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  and/or  mice  andj  treat- 
ment was  carried  out  accordingly.  No  charge  is  made  for  the 
treatment  ol  domestic  property  but  shops  and  agricultural 
hereditaments  are  treated  on  a cost  plus  supervision  basis. 

(8)  HOUSING: 

Housing  inspections  have  again  figured  prominently  in  the 
number  of  visits  made  by  the  officers  ol  the  department.  \\  ork  on 
the  Council  s Slum  Clearance  Programme  was  accelerated  and  a 
number  of  Clearance  Orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government. 

So  far  as  repair  work  is  concerned,  the  majority  of  property 
owners  have  been  willing  to  comply  with  notices  of  defects  but  in 
some  cases  persuasion  and  interviewing  have  been  necessary  to 
achieve  the  desired  result.  Wherever  the  opportunity  occurs  ellort- 
are  made  to  persuade  owners  to  convert  their  back  to  back  proper- 
ties; into  through  houses  and  advice  is  given  on  the  best  methods 
of  effecting  the  conversion.  \ arious  owners  have  consulted  tin- 
department  on  the  modernisation  of  their  properties  and  the 
provision  of  desirable  amenities. 

Many  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  the  premises 
ol  applicants  for  rehousing  in  connection  with  overcrowding, 
measurement  of  rooms,  and  standards  of  cleanliness. 

(9)  SHOPS  AND  FOOD  PREMISES: 

Numerous  visits  have  been  paid  to  shops,  food  preparing 
premises  and  licensed  premises  throughout  the  district.  Additional 
inspet  lions  were  undertaken  because  ol  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
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Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  all  the  shops  were  supplied  with 
copies  of  the  Regulations.  The  overall  standard  of  hygiene  in  the 
shops  seems  to  have  been  improved  as  a consequence  and  informal 
action  has  sufficed  to  deal  with  whatever  complaints  have  arisen. 

The  following  premises  in  the  area  are  concerned  with  the 
manufacture  and/or  retailing  of  food: 

23  Butchers 
5 Chemists 
20  Confectioners 
22  Fish  Shops 

4 Fruiterers 

03  General  Dealers 
10  Greengrocers 
50  Grocers 
2 Stalls 

20  Restraunts,  Schools’  Kitchens,  Hotel  Kitchens  and 
Canteens 
9 Bakehouses 

2 Food  Factories 

14  Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture 
of  sausages  or  preserved  etc.,  food 

3 Premises  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream 
42  Milk  Distributors,  23  of  these  being  registered  as 

dairies 

The  three  premises  allected  by  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treat- 
ment, etc.)  Regulations,  1947-52  operated  satisfactorily. 

5 applications  for  licences  to  retail  ice  cream  have  been 
granted  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  premises  registered 
for  this  purpose  is  now  62. 

22  applications  for  renewal  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk 
were  granted  during  the  year  and  1 new  licence  was  issued  for  the 
sale  of  this  type  of  milk. 

16  licences  were  also  issued  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk, 
together  with  3 Supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  milk. 

(10)  SLAUGHTERHOUSES: 

Some  indication  of  the  extra  work  involved  in  meat  inspect- 
ion is  given  by  the  fact  that  1598  visits  were  made  to  such 
premises.  18  slaughterhouses  were  registered  for  the  purpose  of 
slaughtering  and  the  state  of  cleanliness  generally  prevailing  was 
satisfactory. 

In  December  of  the  year  under  review  the  Council  adopted 
Bye-laws  regulating  the  sanitary  conditions  and  management  of 
private  slaughterhouses. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  oi  the  carcases  and  offal 
inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


Cattle 

Excluding  Cows  Cows 


Number  of  Carcases  inspected  2169 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned  1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  543 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  25.08 


1239 


6 

1 


0.6 


Sheep 

Calves  & Lambs  Pigs 


174  9109  6073 


1 9 1 

16  2 

0.6  0.3  0.05 


Tuberculosis  only : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  1 2 — — — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  82  4 — — 35 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis  3.8  0.5  — — 0.6 


No  carcase  was  found  to  be  affected  with  Cysticercosis. 


(11)  FOOD  ETC.  CONDEMNED: 

During  the  year,  6 tons,  8 cwt.  6st.  11  lb.  of  fresh  meat, 
and  14  cwt.  5 st.  6 lb.  of  miscellaneous  tinned  foods  and  loose 
provisions  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
Carcases  and  large  amounts  of  meat,  after  staining,  are  disposed  of 
to  either  Messrs.  Jennings  and  Co.  Ltd..  Dari ington.  or  to  Mr.  Miller. 
Ilamsterley,  who  both  operate  private  arrangements  with  the 
butchers  affected.  Small  items  of  condemned  meat  are  burnt  or 
buried  privately  by  the  butchers  concerned.  Unsound  tinned  food 
and  loose  provisions  are  buried  at  the  Council  s refuse  tips. 


(12)  W.  C.  CONVERSIONS: 


During  the  year.  200  conversions  from  ash  closets  to  the 
water  carriage  system  look  place.  The  comparative  figure  for  1954 
was  I2<  conversions  and  for  1955  was  299  conversions.  The 
average  cost  of  each  conversion  was  in  the  region  of  ,£35. 
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(13)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING: 


Figures  are  for  tire  period  1/4/56  lo  31/3/57. 


Statistics : 

Number  of  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  9,197 

Number  of  collections  ...  ...  717,366 

Total  refuse  collected  ...  ...  ...  26,442 

Yield  per  premise  ...  ...  ...  2.875  tons 

Average  haul  lo  tip  ...  ...  ...  2 miles 

Number  of  tips  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  men  employed  (average)  ...  38 

Number  of  vehicles  employed  ...  ...  13 


(14)  SALVAGE: 

Almost  29 j tons  of  salvage  were  despatched  during  the  year, 
resulting  in  an  income  of  £262  13s.  Od. 

In  July,  1956,  Thames  Board  Mills  decided  to  limit  out- 
deliveries  to  the  Mills  to  20  tons  for  the  period  July  - December, 
1956.  This  was  because  deliveries  to  the  Mills  were  exceeding 
their  output  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  no  indication 
of  an  improvement  in  the  situation. 

(15)  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948: 

During  the  year  73  inspections  ol  premises  subject  to  the 
Factories  Acts  were  made,  principally  in  connection  with  sanitary 
accommodation. 
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